“Terrorist or Freedom Fighter?”  Assessing the Cases

http://bestwebquests.com/members/tmarch/freedom/


Directions: Use the grid below to analyze the cases / examples of acts that people have referred to as “terrorism.”  Try to be specific in your thinking.  Use individuals’ expertise from those group members who specialized in the cases to complete the grid below.  In the last column place a check mark somewhere in the continuum to indicate if you see the case as leaning more toward an act of terror or freedom.  Discuss all this as a group and use your individual expertise to persuade your team mates.  Use a consensus decision making process to find agreement. 

	Cases / Examples
	Name(s)?
	From which nation(s)?
	Action / Event?
	Reason or cause?

	Nelson Mandela & the ANC
	
	
	
	

	The Oklahoma Bombing
	
	
	
	

	The Black Panthers
	
	
	
	

	Eco-Terrorism
	
	
	
	

	Islamic Fundamentalism
	
	
	
	

	The State of Israel
	
	
	
	

	War on Terror
	
	
	
	


	Cases / Examples
	Immediate outcome?
	Long-term impact?
	Why Justified or Not?


	Act of Terrorism
	Act of Freedom

	
	
	
	
	√ the scale

	Nelson Mandela & the ANC
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Directions: Use the graphic and list of cases below to “Place” each example your team studied somewhere along the continuum.  Your group must use a consensus decision making process (like: http://www.npd-solutions.com/consensus.html). Later you will be able to state your own personal decision, but this group task is an exercise in seeing how it feels to reach an agreement that may not be totally to your liking. You must order the cases listed below at unique places along the continuum.  They do not have to be spaced evenly (all could be on one end of the scale or the other), but they can't "stack up" on the same place.  It will be tough - and somewhat artificial - but the task should sharpen your thinking and arguments.

Drag the Icons for the Cases to the place your team believes they belong on the continuum

(they are not arranged in any particular order below)
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Your Group’s agreed upon definition of “terrorism.” (this may be revised)

Directions: Use the space below to explain why you placed the icons in the order and location you did.  Start with the Case that your team felt was the most wrong or least right) and carry on until you’ve reached #7 (the least wrong or most right). Use as much space as you need to explain completely.

# 1 case: (name)











Reason for ranking:












# 2 case: (name)











Reason for ranking:











# 3 case: (name)











Reason for ranking:


# 4 case: (name)











Reason for ranking:


# 5 case: (name)











Reason for ranking:


# 6 case: (name)











Reason for ranking:



# 7 case: (name)











Reason for ranking:



The big Question for this WebQuest has been:

What is terrorism?

Is there such a thing as a 'just cause?'

You are now to answer this question individually.  It’s suggested that you use the 1 – 7 ranking above and the graphic continuum to decide which if any of these acts were justified.  In your essay you should consider what you analyzed in the Assessment Table at the beginning of this handout.  If you need help on writing a persuasive essay there are many online resources to help you.  One good one is:

The Paradigm Online Writing Assistant: http://www.powa.org/argument/index.html

Nelson Mandela & the ANC / The Oklahoma Bombing / The Black Panthers /

Eco-Terrorism / Islamic Fundamentalism / The State of Israel / The US War on Terror
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